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Village of North Hudson 

Public Safety Meeting 

Thursday, March 12, 2020, 5:30 p.m. 
 Village Hall, 400 7th Street North 

Hudson, WI 54016 

 

 

Call to Order: roll call 

Chair Tim Zais called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm.  Answering the call was Philip Matz.  It was noted 

that Trustee Cathy Leaf was absent.  A quorum was present and the meeting was duly noticed.  Also in 

attendance were Police Chief Mark Richert and Recording Secretary Anne-Marie McDonald. 

 

Comments from the floor 

None 

 

Approval of minutes from February 13, 2020 Public Safety Meeting 

Motion (Matz/Zais) to approve the minutes of February 13, 2020 meeting as written.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief’s Report 

Richert reported on the status of training for his two new officers.  Officer Lau is in Step 4 of his training, 

Shadow Phase with Chief Richert and Sergeant Hecht, and he should be on solo patrol in mid-March.  

Officer Scharffbillig is moving to ride alongs with Chief Richert; she is doing a great job picking up the 

policies and geography of the village. 

 

Based on COVID-19 guidance from Lakeview EMS, first responders answering a call to a person with 

possible COVID-19 symptoms are to wait to enter any facility until the paramedics arrive unless the patient 

has life-threatening issues.  Richert noted that North Hudson Police Department officers have some personal 

protective gear. 

 

Richert reviewed the incident breakdown report.  There was a sizeable underage drinking party this past 

weekend which resulted in 25 citations and 41 contacts.  Other than that incident, the numbers are consistent 

with previous months.  The March Written and Verbal Warnings report will reflect Officer Hecht’s higher 

than usual number of citations, including those issued at the party. 

 

Mallalieu Inn Motorcycle Run event requirements 

Richert reported that Mallalieu Inn requested an alternate date be added to its request for the conditional use 

permit.  The original date is Saturday, April 11, 2020, depending on weather conditions, and the alternate 

date is Saturday, April 25, 2020.  St. Croix County Sheriff’s Department is okay with the alternate date and 

has staffing available if necessary.  The event mailing will include both dates.  The North Hudson village 

board will address the request on March 31, 2020. 

 

Parking Concern on Wisconsin Street North – citizen request for one side parking 

Richert stated he has no new information regarding this request.  Zais stated he spoke with two area business 

owners, who said they don’t understand the need but understand residents’ concerns.  The owners don’t want 

parking arrangements changed unless the residents express concern or submit a recommendation to improve 
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the situation.  Richert noted that Officer Lau was parked at the corner of 6th Street North and Wisconsin 

Street North during a patrol; the street was tight but passable.  Zais suggested the business owners encourage 

their patrons to use the businesses’ off-street parking.  Matz recommended removing this item from future 

agendas; Zais agreed. 

 

2020 Squad Purchase and Outfitting 

Richert presented an issue statement to the committee, and explained that police department fleet vehicles are 

usually assigned to specific officers, which studies have found increases accountability, job satisfaction, 

emergency response to major events, and increases productivity while minimizing extra time during shift 

change for transition between squads.   

 

Richert explained that the department usually keeps a vehicle for six years and/or 90,000 miles, and he noted 

that the SUVs have been reliable.  Richert reviewed the quoted cost of a new vehicle and additional 

equipment, which totals $56,395.02.  Richert noted there is a $15,395 shortfall between what is in the 2020 

budget and the quoted cost of the vehicle, and that he isn’t sure which account Village Administrator Melissa 

Luedke wants to get the shortfall from.  Richert requested a 2.8% increase contingency in the cost of the 

vehicle in case some costs come in higher than originally quoted.  He said there is a three month lead time 

between order and delivery of the vehicle, and about a 6-8 week lead time for the radio, so the department 

would not take delivery of the vehicle until midsummer. 

 

Motion (Matz/Zais) to authorize the purchase of a 2020 Ford Police Interceptor SUV from Hudson 

Ford and the purchase and installation of equipment to outfit the squad in an amount not to exceed 

$58,000 from the fund best assigned for this purchase.  Motion carried on a roll call vote of 2-0.  Matz-

yes, Zais-yes. 

 

Amend Ordinance 38-7 – Burning Restricted 

No update to report this month. 

 

2021 State Trunk Highway 35 Project – Public Safety preparations/traffic controls 

Richert reported he and Zais attended the latest public information meeting for the 2021 Highway 35 

construction project.  He said the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT) will recommend detours 

during construction.  There were queries by village residents about how to handle fire responses while the 

Lake Mallalieu bridge is closed for two weeks, and Richert has begun discussions to address this concern.  

The fire department could put assets north of the bridge or use a standing mutual aid agreement with other 

departments.  Fourth Street North will be the primary detour route in the village during construction; on-

street parking will be eliminated on one or both sides of the street during that time. 

 

Any trips to the St. Croix County jail will take place using Trout Brook Road when Lake Mallalieu bridge is 

closed. 

 

There will be a six week period where Lake Mallalieu Bridge will be down to one lane with a traffic signal to 

control traffic.  The Wisconsin State Patrol will monitor Highway 35 during that time, with patrol costs 

shared between the state patrol, local law enforcement, and the sheriff’s department. 

 

Richert said he will make sure the public receives information as it becomes available. 
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Zais asked whether fire department resources could be staged north of Lake Mallalieu Bridge beyond the two 

week closure.  Richert said the construction design should allow for vehicles to move over for emergency 

vehicles, though he doesn’t know whether that would allow a squad or a fire vehicle.  Richert noted that 

9,000-11,000 vehicles cross the bridge every day, and backups could extend to the south all the way to 

Interstate 94 if no drivers choose an alternate route during construction. 

 

Lakeview EMS has said an ambulance could be posted at St. Joseph’s Town Hall during closings and lane 

closures, as has been done in the past. 

 

Police Department Staffing and Coverage 

Officer Lau should be on solo patrol starting mid-March, which will improve coverage on the department’s 

shifts.  Richert anticipates Officer Scharffbillig could shorten her training period due to her prior experience, 

and she should be ready for solo patrols in mid-May.  At that time, he will have better coverage for the 

daytime shift, which will be helpful going into the summer season. 

 

Police Department Capital / Equipment Planning 

The camera and security system installation will begin on Monday, March 16, 2020, and should be 

completed well before the next election.  The department server will be upgraded in 2021. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

Amend Ordinance 38-7; 2021 STH 35 Project – Public Safety preparation/traffic controls. 

 

Adjournment 

Chair Zais declared the meeting adjourned at 5:50 pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Anne-Marie McDonald 

Recording Secretary 


