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North Hudson Public Works Meeting 

Village Hall 400 7
th

 Street North 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 @ 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

Call to Order: roll call 

Chair Pike called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Answering the call were Trustees Head and Zais.  A 

quorum was present and the meeting was duly noticed.  Also in attendance were Public Works Director 

Patrick Moos and Recording Secretary Anne-Marie McDonald. 

 

Minutes approval from May 16, 2017 Public Works Meeting 

Motion (Zais/Head) to approve the May 16, 2017 Public Works meeting minutes.  Motion carried.   

 

Drainage Issues at 278 Station Circle North 

Moos referred to the report submitted by Village Engineer, Kevin Oium regarding this situation.  The 

issue is at the corner of Station Circle North and Station Lane North.  Water pools at the side of the road 

in front of the residence at 278 Station Circle North.  There is a drainage ditch on the same corner.  In 

his report, Oium provided a description of the issue and a proposed solution, as well as photos of the 

area.  Oium suggested cutting down the sod next to the road by about one inch to allow water to flow to 

the drainage area.  Erosion control would be provided to prevent the soil from washing away after the 

sod is cut down.  The committee observed in one of the photos some steps which were installed near the 

drainage ditch.  Resident Doug Sundet, of 278 Station Circle North, explained that he installed the steps 

as a retaining wall to prevent erosion which took place in that steep area.  The prior Public Works 

Director gave Sundet permission to install the steps.  Zais lives in the area and observes standing water 

there frequently, and agrees that something needs to be done to fix the problem.  Zais questioned 

whether building up the road surface would fix the problem.  Moos’ concern is that if the road is built up 

more, the water drainage may be fighting the original design of the area.  Head agreed with the Village 

Engineer’s recommendation for repair – reduce the grade of the grass in the immediate area to allow the 

water to flow to the drainage ditch. 

 

Sundet shared photos of water pooling and results of erosion on the street adjacent to his property.  

There has been an issue with erosion and drainage runoff in this area the entire time he has lived in this 

residence – 27 years.  Most of the water drainage in the intersection goes to the southwest corner of the 

intersection, where his property is located.  Sundet measured about ½ inch difference between the height 

of the sod and the road surface, which he feels doesn’t account for the amount of pooled water which 

takes place.  Sundet feels that putting more Class V to build up the road surface doesn’t have a 

residential look to it.  Head asked how long the water stays in the pooled area.   

 

Pike spoke to Sundet about several items regarding this drainage area:  1)  Pike wanted Sundet to 

understand that the stepped retaining wall is Sundet’s to maintain, even though it is in the road right-of-

way.  2)  Pike reiterated that the Village’s plan is to cut down the sod in the problem area to allow water 

to flow to the drain.  Sundet talked about raising the road surface to redirect the water.  Pike explained 

that the Village tries not to change the water flow of a particular area, because that often creates other 

unintended problems.  Pike asked Sundet if he would be satisfied with the sod being cut down to allow 

water to flow properly to the drain.  Sundet’s concern is what will happen as the water drains down the 
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bank to the culvert.  The committee discussed what potential ramifications could take place if the sod is 

cut down: Erosion which results in a ditch, or create a steep slope.  Sundet provided a marked-up photo 

of an area of the road surface he suggests be raised to force the water to flow to the drainage culvert; the 

water wouldn’t flow to another owner’s property.  Sundet’s second best alternative for a fix would be to 

shave down the existing shoulder, then install black top and sod that is level with the roadway; Sundet 

feels that would have a more residential look.  Pike read the suggested solution of Oium for Sundet’s 

benefit.  Pike asked if Sundet would be satisfied with that solution, and Sundet said that he would be.  

Pike expressed his concern that this solution could be creating other issues for the village.  Pike’s other 

idea to fix the problem is to place a drain with a grate next to the road with a pipe which feeds to the 

drainage culvert.  Pike feels this may alleviate the possibility of creating an erosion issue.  Pike 

suggested Oium investigate the drain next to the road as an alternative solution which would alleviate 

the concerns about erosion during heavy rains.  The committee agreed that Oium should investigate the 

feasibility and cost of the alternative solution which would prevent erosion problems.  Pike ensured 

Sundet that the Village will figure out a solution to the drainage problem.  Pike asked Moos to request a 

more permanent solution of Oium, and Oium will report at the next Public Works meeting. 

 

Purchase of New Riding Lawn Mower for Public Works 

Moos shared his research with the committee regarding a new riding lawn mower for the Public Works 

department.  He had a demonstration of one model, with four-wheel steer and ability to attach other 

pieces of equipment, including a snow blower.  The department takes about four days to mow all the 

grass in the Village with the current lawn mowers.  The tested lawn mower cut that time more than half, 

which allowed Moos’ staff time to work on other tasks.  Pike explained that Moos’ report is 

informational at this point, because the Village can’t purchase a new lawn mower until the International 

truck is sold.  Moos is working with Village Clerk, Melissa Luedke to post the plow truck on websites 

which have had good success selling surplus municipal equipment. 

 

Chip sealing for Village streets 

Moos presented the chip sealing costs for 2016 to the committee – exactly one mile of road, which cost 

$29,315.09, and included one roller to pack chips down and sweeping of the trap rock chips after oil had 

set up.  Moos’ speculation is that the cost was higher because the company had to move to several 

locations to lay the seal coating.  In 2017, Moos would like to try St.Croix County’s Highway 

Department to do chip sealing work, based on Kevin Oium’s recommendation.  St. Croix County has a 

machine which sprays the oil and lays the trap rock in one application.  Moos has spoken with several 

municipalities’ Public Works staff, and they are very satisfied with the work the county does.  The 

county charges $4250 to $4500 per day for chip sealing.  If the Village does the prep work, such as 

covering the manhole covers, the county can treat one mile of road per day.  Moos believes in having the 

treated roads rolled to allow the trap rock to be worked into the tar.  The county does not provide 

sweeping services, so the Village would have to hire their sweeping service or use the Village’s box 

broom to clean the roads beforehand.  Moos would like to try using the county for one or two days in 

2017 to see how he likes their work. 

 

Pike asked Moos to work with Kevin Oium to create a schedule and plan for street seal coating, year by 

year, which identifies how many years it will take to seal coat all streets in the Village.  This schedule 

will lead to better budgeting estimates.  Moos reminded Pike that Oium had stated in a previous meeting 
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that Oium hadn’t been involved in planning for seal coating in the past.  Moos stated that he and Oium 

will assess the Village streets this fall and create a seal coating schedule. 

 

Zais sought confirmation from Moos regarding the cost of seal coating in 2016 and estimated cost from 

St. Croix County in 2017.  Zais feels it is an easy decision to make.  Pike asked why Moos wouldn’t 

engage the county to treat all planned streets in 2017, rather than just a few.  Moos wants to do a trial 

area with the county to ensure they do a good job.  Pike wasn’t very satisfied with the work done by the 

previous contractor.  Pike feels Moos should arrange for the county to do all the designated streets in 

2017 and analyze the quality of workmanship. 

 

Moos told the committee he would like to fill potholes with hot mix, compact the holes, then seal coat 

later this summer.  Moos stated that St. Croix County is booked for most of the summer.  The county 

could possibly give the Village one day later this summer when they are working on Town of Hudson 

roads.  Head asked how many streets or miles are slated for seal coating in 2017.  Moos said that he has 

five streets which he would like to have treated this year:  Riverside Street N. is one of the main streets; 

he needs to do patching on Sommers Street N.; the east side of Tenth Street N. should be re-treated this 

year.  Head suggested that Moos create a list of streets which should be treated in 2017, including the 

length of the surface in miles.  Pike asked Moos when the previous contractor did the surfacing work in 

2016; Moos believes it was in the fall.  Pike suggested that the seal coating should be done when the 

temperature is warm; Moos said the temperature should be over 50 degrees.  Moos is to bring a detailed 

plan to the next committee meeting. 

 

Head suggested Moos define what streets are to be treated in 2017, and when the county can do the 

work.  Pike recommended that Moos get a commitment from the county for the schedule or line up 

another contractor and have the information ready for the July Public Works meeting.  Pike suggested 

that Moos negotiate with the county to get some test days this year with the promise of North Hudson 

having all their seal coating work done by St. Croix County in the coming years. 

 

Salt Shed for Public Works 

Zais asked Moos how big he suggests the salt shed should be.  According to Moos’ research, the shed 

should be large enough to hold double the average amount of salt used in one season.  For the Village, 

Moos is looking at the shed to hold around 400 tons of salt.  Moos has to calculate how big the shed 

needs to be to hold that much salt.   

 

Moos stated that he is researching DNR requirements for construction of the salt shed, specifically what 

the floor must be made of, how it is sloped, etc. 

 

Chair Update 

Nothing to report. 
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Engineer’s Report 

Kevin Oium was not present to make a report. 

 

Director’s Report 

Moos reported that Public Works is working on storm cleanup as quickly as they can; the department is 

doing the best they can with the resources they have.  Moos believes they have stuff close to being 

cleaned up.  Moos asked residents not to place more debris on the curb after their neighborhood has 

been picked up.  Pike asked Moos whether SavATree has been picking up curbside debris.  Moos stated 

that they started today, picking up trees in the main area that was damaged.  This was to allow data to be 

collected for the funding request report.  SavATree is picking up the stuff Public Works can’t handle, 

including large trees.  Collected debris is being placed in the Shop Yards until SavATree picks it up and 

grinds it at their facility in New Richmond.  The mulch will be returned to three parks in the Village.  

The end point for residents to place debris at the curb is Wednesday, June 21, 2017 at 3:00 pm.  Moos 

feels the debris pickup should be completed by then.  Pike explained the state funding request process to 

Zais.  St. Croix County must submit an application to the state, and the Village must have at least 

$14,000 in expenses related to the storm to qualify for funds.  All costs incurred during and after the 

storm in the most affected areas, including law enforcement and utility company work, can be included 

in the $14,000 total. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

Chip sealing; salt shed; drainage issue on Station Circle N. 

 

Adjournment 

Pike adjourned the meeting at 6:22 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by,  

 

Anne-Marie McDonald 

Recording Secretary 


