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Village of North Hudson 

Public Safety Meeting 

Thursday, August 8, 2019, 5:30 p.m. 

Village Hall, 400 7th Street North 

Hudson, WI 54016 

 

Call to Order: roll call 

Chair Tim Zais called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Answering the call were Trustees Cathy Leaf and Philip 

Matz.  A quorum was present and the meeting was duly noticed.  Also in attendance were Police Chief Mark 

Richert and Recording Secretary Lois Zezza. 

 

Comments from the floor 

None. 

 
Approval of minutes from July 11, 2019 Public Safety Meeting 

Motion (Leaf/Matz) to approve the minutes of July 11, 2019 meeting as written.  Motion carried. 

 

Chief’s Report 

Richert reported that the police commission met earlier and made a final decision on a candidate for the patrol 

sergeant vacancy.  A partial background has been done and the hiring process will move forward.  Richert and the 

background investigator will meet with the candidate and have a formal interview.  It looks like mid-September to 

have this person on staff.  He did invite the candidate to come and observe over Pepper Fest weekend. 

 

Richert reported that with the new ordinances for Ferry Landing/Pedestrian Mall published, he did increase 

coverage for that area to observe and educate.  There were no violations while they were down there.  He will 

increase coverage again for the coming weekend and again over Pepper Fest weekend. 

 

Richert reviewed the Incident Breakdown Report.  Nothing outstanding to report. 

 

Richert reported on the Written/Verbal Warning/Citation Tallies by Officer and indicated that all the officers have 

been doing a good job of keeping their warnings higher than their citations. 

 

Zais raised a concern about overtime with the coverage for Ferry Landing and whether or not there were 

alternatives.  Richert indicated that his department may not be able to staff that on a regular basis, at least not this 

year through the end of the boating season.  He is going to be sending out an e-mail to board members and to the 

park board members and offer an invitation to volunteer as observers to tally, get information and to help educate 

visitors.  Those who volunteer would have an understanding of the new ordinances and could point things out and 

give some help down there.  Richert indicated he talked to administration about possibly having a part-time park 

attendant on weekends next year. 

 

Social Hosting Ordinance 

Richert did not bring anything forward since he spent considerable time on the budget issue. 

 

Amend Ordinance 38-7 – Burning Restricted 

Zais indicated that the fire chief will make him aware when they make any changes in Hudson.  Richert said he had 

run into the fire chief on two different occasions and agreed there was nothing to bring forward yet. 
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FY2020 Budget 

Richert provided documents relative to the 2020 budget.  Included were New/Replacement Equipment requests, 

2020 Budget Proposal (these #’s included the 2019 adopted budget, projected #’s to year end, Operations 

Expenditure Detail Information and the proposed #’s for 2020 with and without a new officer).  The 2019 #’s are 

only projected (however, filling the sergeant vacancy mid-September is factored into these #’s).  Not having a 

sergeant for several months has created a surplus in the 2019 budget but those dollars could be used to offset some 

expenses that would have been in the 2020 budget.  If those items are allowed to move forward, it would impact the 

#’s for the 2020 Budget.  Richert would like to see some of the surplus go towards the purchase of an additional 

squad car.  Richert also indicated that if there are no additional costs for the St. Croix EMS contract, that is a 

potential lump sum that could be used to help pay for an additional position in the police department.  Richert 

estimates the increase for an additional sworn officer to be $104,000. 

 

Motion (Leaf/Matz) to approve the 2020 Proposed Budget Request (w/New Officer).  Motion carried. 

 

Police Department Staffing and Coverage 

Richert presented Data Compilation:  Past 11 Years showing staffing levels, citations, arrests, etc.  He also 

presented an example schedule for coverage with five sworn officers.  Having an additional officer will allow for 

increased patrol/investigative coverage, allow for more code enforcement within the Village, allow for more officer 

development/oversight, increase the amount of time spent on administrative duties by the police chief, and reduce 

the number of calls for service answered by the St. Croix County Sheriff’s Department in the Village. 

 

Police Department Capital/Equipment Planning 

Richert explained the handgun replacement that has been discussed at previous meetings would not be in this 

planning as capital/equipment items need to have a value of $5,000 or the item has a depreciation value.  Door 

access and surveillance equipment (and software) within and outside the Village Hall, would fit under the general 

building fund and not the police department budget.  If the additional officer is approved, there would be a need to 

look at purchasing another squad car. 

 

Committee Goals 

None. 

 

Future Agenda Items 

Sommers St N stop sign 

Hands free cell phone usage 

Social Hosting Ordinance 

Amend Ordinance 38-7 

 

Adjournment 

Chair Zais declared the meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Lois Zezza 

Recording Secretary 


